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God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

She wasn’t feeling well, and was admitted to Three Links Care Center.  

While she was there recuperating, people from St. Peter’s bring out dinners 

for her husband, who is still at home. “It means so much to me,” she said.  “It 

means people care about us.” 
 

A confirmation student goes with a group from St. Peter’s and serves 
breakfast at Sharing and Caring Hands in Minneapolis.  She is  
nervous about going, but with mom and dad’s encouragement she takes 
a risk and goes.  She has such good and meaningful experience that 
she wants not only to go again, but wants to bring some friends along 
with her next time. 

 

A woman from St. Peter’s was very sick.  A group of people from St. Peter’s 

went to Rochester to visit and pray with her, bringing comfort and the promise 

of God’s spirit with her. 
 

A young couple who is part of the St. Peter’s community gets job  
opportunities out of state and decides to move.  On their last Sunday 
here, this milestone in their lives is lifted up as they are surrounded by 
prayer and blessing and farewells. 

 

At Christmas time, people purchase gifts for friends and loved ones through 

ELCA Good Gifts, buying gifts that make a real difference in people’s lives. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Just a few snapshots of how God’s energy flows through the  

people of this community of faith, and through us out into the 

world.  Jesus invites each one of us, saying, “Come, follow me.”  

Thank you for all you do in response to that call.  Together,  

St. Peter’s makes a difference in people’s lives everyday. 
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Expectations!  We all have them.  We all need them.  Question is, “Which expectations should I 
live up to?  Mine? Yours? God’s?  Is there a way these three groups of expectations work  
together?  That is to say, “What should we expect of our church? 
 

Let me say a few things about expectations for 2012.  As a congregation, we ended 2011 on a 
sound financial basis.  Therefore, a plan for Children, Youth, and Family Ministry is being  
designed in 2012 that will move us into a good and strong future consistent with our core values.  
Second, a task force of former council chairs was organized to look at the future of St. Peter’s, to 
look at our needs and to help create a ministry profile which will help map future direction for 
us.  Third, leadership positions have been filled with able lay volunteers.  Fourth, the structure of 
how we conduct program and fiscal responsibilities will be looked at as we look at the best design 
for church council.  Fifth, we will continue to reach beyond these “four walls” to provide ministry 
as God calls us to do. 
 

Here are some things one might expect to do in 2012: 

                    PRAY  Daily 
                          WORSHIP on a Regular Basis 
        READ the Bible 

            SERVE  by sharing your time and talents 
    GIVE  by pledging generously 
 

It is our hope to start up Faith and Care teams again in 2012. 
 

One other thing I’d like to mention.  As our next step in Children, Youth, and Family ministry, 
the Executive Board recommended to Church Council that a letter of agreement be extended to 
Julie Cohrs for a six month period.  This letter of agreement would be for forty hours per month 
for the next six months with Julie serving in an interim capacity as an advisor on Children, Youth, 
and Family Ministry.  This would allow her to do some program work in those areas as well as 
meeting with volunteers and parents on a regular basis as we map out the next steps in these  
areas of ministry.  Pastor Paul will rearrange his ministry description to be able to focus more on 
Children, Youth, and Family Ministry.  You will find more information about Julie and her work 
in another part of this newsletter.   
 

A little boy hearing that God wanted him to dedicate his life, took the offering plate from an 
usher on a Sunday morning, put it down in the middle of the aisle, and said, “Lord, I give you 
what I have.  Take all of me!”  And, he stepped into the center of the offering plate.  I like that 
story. 

Frederich Buechner once defined Vocation, another word for expectations and calling, as “the 
place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meets.”  Listen closely for that call.  
It comes from God.  
  
                                                                                               See you in church!   
          Pastor Craig 
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Facts and Figures for December 

      2011              2010 

December offerings:        $71,270         $60,291 
Year to date offerings:   $456,562       $444,877 

In these tough economic times,  
your offerings are very appreciated.   
Let’s stand together in faithfulness. 

Each week we need to receive almost $10,000 in 
General Fund offerings at St. Peter’s.  

Thanks for all you give! 

God’s work, Our hands! 

February Acolyte Schedule 
 

Sunday, February 5   8:30am Cadyn Welch  
      Madeline Riley 

                                       10:45am Carson Babbini 
        Kate Bornhauser 
 

Sunday, February 12   8:30am  Tori Papke 
       Courtney Sevcik 

    10:45am Sean Gilligan 
        Eli Jasnoch 
 
Sunday, February 19   8:30am  Alexa Standfuss 
       Cole Trebelhorn 

     10:45am Hannah Johnson 
        Jason Nystuen 

Wednesday, February 22  7:00pm Candice Anderson 
 Ash Wednesday        Cole Anderson 
 
Sunday, February 26    8:30am  Sarah Stowe 
       Nick Jewison 

     10:45am Anna Dougherty 
        Matt Gordon 

Wednesday, February 29  7:00pm  Tate Stanton 
            Will Valek 
 
 

Prayer Team 
Monday, February 6 

 at 12:30pm  
in the Fireside Lounge. 

If you have any questions or prayer  
concerns, please contact  

Jan Gutzmann at 645-9155. 

Pastoral Acts 

 In December/January   
(thru January 20) 

 

Baptisms:  

01/22/2012– Rayden Richard Ronald Hanson 
 

Funeral: 

01/07/2012– Ordell Witte 

01/17/2012– April Kramer 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday, February 22, 

service is at 7:00pm.    

Come,  take your journey 

through Lent with us. 

 

Fair Trade Chocolate and  

Coffee will be for sale in the 

Narthex after both services 

on Sunday, February 11. 
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      Friendship Forum 
      Inspirational speakers.  Eye-catching photos. Wisdom for life. 
 

     February 5 –What Does the Bible Say About Love? 

 Ready for Valentine’s Day? Join this interactive session to find and discuss Bible verses  

           about love. Bring your Bible (extras will also be available). There will be a video showing  

         and small group discussions at tables. 

 

         February 12 – Let’s Be Valentine’s 

          Today in Friendship Forum we will have no formal speaker or special study -- just a time  

            to laugh and make merry. We will enjoy our coffee, play Valentine Bingo, and take time 

            to visit with our friends.   

        "I will make merry before the Lord."  (2 Samuel 6:21)        ~Hazel Peterson 
 

        February 19 –Shiism: What is it and what does it mean to us? 

           Charlotte Neill is Ginny Paulson’s sister.  She received a master’s degree in Islamic  

           Studies from Luther Seminary in 2004.  She is currently in a joint International Ph.D.  

         program in Religious Studies between Hartford Seminary in Hartford, CT. and Exeter  

       University in Exeter, England.  She is an adjunct professor at Waldorf College in Forest  

        City, Iowa.  Shiism, a branch of Islam, is practiced by 10-15% of Muslims today.  It is little 

                      known and seldom studied.  The forum at St. Peter’s will cover the origins of Shiism and  

        some of its basic beliefs.  It will also give an overview of the many different branches of  

       Shiism and where they have influence in the world today.  Finally, it will show connections 

         between Shiism and Christianity.  

 

        February 26–Wondering about WINGS? 

              (Women In Northfield Giving Support) -Julie Kildahl, VISTA volunteer 

              WINGS has helped many organizations and people over the past decade through grants 

      made possible by private donations. Find out about their current areas of focus and other  

          exciting new possibilities.  

 

C H R I S T I A N   L O V E 

 "Love is kind and patient, never jealous, boastful, proud, or rude. Love isn't selfish or quick tempered. It doesn't 

keep a record of wrongs that others do. Love rejoices in the truth, but not in evil. Love is always supportive, loyal, 

hopeful and trusting."                                                                                       I Corinthians 13: 4-7                       

Nowhere else has the essence of love been expressed in so few words.  Let them settle into your heart and they 

will change your life. 

          

Sparks lead to 

growth

 

Come to St. Peter’s 
Friendship Forum. It 
only takes a spark 
to get a fire going 

and soon all around 
will warm up in its 

glowing. 

Sunday’s 9:30 



Page 5 

W
OM

EN OF ST. PETER’S 

Circle Meetings this Month 

 

 

 

 

Esther Circle:   Wednesday, February 1 
 9:30am– Fireside Lounge 

Eve Circle:   Monday, February 20 
            7:00pm–  
            Leader & Hostess:  

Hannah Circle: Tuesday, February 14  
 9:30am– Fellowship Hall 
 Bible Leader:  
            Hostess: Ardy Koehler  

New Spirit :  Monday, February 13 
            9:30am– Fireside Lounge 
            Leader:  Phyllis Swanson 
  Bring your own treats 

Rachel Circle:  Tuesday, February 21 
 7:00pm– Fireside Lounge 

LUV Ladies:   
 Friday, February 3 
 7:00am– Fellowship Hall 
 Friday, February 17 
  8:30am– Fellowship Hall 

Women’s Fellowship:    
  Friday, February 3 
            9:00am–   
             Friday, February 17 
             9:00am–  Fireside Lounge 
 
  

February Bible study theme:  

“Tough Questions” 
 

“Take heart, get up, he is calling you.”  
                     ~Mark 10:49 

 

The phrase, “take heart” means to be full of 

good cheer, or to have courage. 

Widow’s Support 

Group 

Monday, February 6 at 5:15pm at 

George’s Vineyard Restaurant. 
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Small Group Opportunities Coming In February 

Thanks to everyone who was a part of the Alpha Course this past fall.   People said things like this about Alpha:  
“I grew closer to God and found deeper ways to pray.”  “It’s awesome and makes you feel more a part of the congregation.”  
“I met new friends.”  “I grew and learned that by being myself I can be a gift to others.” 
 

And there are more small group opportunities to come!  Signups will begin Sunday, February 5.  Unless other-
wise listed, dates and times will be picked by the group, so if you have interest in one of these groups, sign on 
right away!  Childcare can be provided for any of the groups. 
 

StrengthFinders:  Come uncover your unique talents in this faith-based version of StrengthFinders.  
StrengthFinders has helped millions discover their top 5 strengths, and it is coming to St. Peter’s.  Dates and 
times decided by those who sign up.  Facilitator: Julie Cohrs (Julie has worked with StrenghFinders in a number 
of congregations, and is excited to bring it to St. Peter’s!) 
 

Dinner for 8 – Dinner for 8 is back!  Dinner for 8 is good food, good company, and a chance to meet new people 
in a different setting each week.  Some of the Dinner for 8 groups will provide childcare. 
 

Spiritual Strength for Everyday Life – This group will experience different spiritual practices and disiplines to 
nurture your personal relationship with God and grow spiritually well.  Learn practical approaches to spiritual 
practice that can be used anytime or anywhere in daily life.   So come experience a different spiritual practice 
each week followed by dessert (maybe wine and chocolate?)  This group will meet Thursdays at 7:00 beginning 
February 9 (unless there is a better time for the group.) 

Facilitator: Pastor Paul 
 

People of Purpose: 40 Life Lessons from the New Testament:  Explores forty New Testament people and the 
themes that emerge from their stories. Grow and mature in the faith by engaging in these themes from a 
"purpose" perspective. Individual Bible themes are tied to five key aspects of ministry: Worship, Ministry and 
Service, Evangelism, Fellowship, and Discipleship. 

Facilitator: Pastor Craig 
 

 

A Parent’s Group:  This group will meet for dinner in February, and we’ll go from there… 

In 2012, you will see a change in leadership at St. Peter’s. Bill Bleckwehl will serve as council president, Ryan Behrens 

will be council vice president and Mike Chapman has agreed to be our treasurer. These three, plus Ron  

Falenschek, will make up the executive committee. 

Here is a highlight of our goals for 2012: 

  *Claim a vision for St. Peter’s 

  *Establish financial stability 

  *Ensure accountability 

  *Optimize the church’s organizational structure 

  *Rebuild our youth program 

In the coming months we will be talking to you about how we intend to accomplish these goals. We look forward to 

your input as we journey down this road together. Comments are most welcome at:   bbleckwehl@hotmail.com,   

lrbehr@charter.net, and mike@emergentnetworks.com 
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Blessed is the influence of one true, loving human soul on another. 

- George Eliot 

 

We are designed for Progress. 
-Erwin McManus 

 
 

Hello St. Peter’s community and family, it is so nice to meet you!  The above are two of my  

favorite quotes, for they are full of relationship and movement…. two essentials God has  

wonderfully wired in each one of us!   I also love color, creativity, texture... I see it in creation,  

textiles, ideas, and people. I am deep and yet playful. Just ask me what I am thinking and I will al-

ways speak with authenticity and candor, because that is what I would want in return.  

I thrive on learning other's uniqueness and love to draw it out and use it in growing God’s  

kingdom. I am passionate for bringing the timeless truth in a cultural relevant way.  It equips us 

so we may be wired for a missional influence. I celebrate diversity and embrace change. Although, I 

recognize and respect that not everyone is the same. This is me. 

Who are you?  I can’t wait to learn more!  I so look forward to having conversations over coffee or 

tea… in the hallways… during meetings… over the phone or online.  I believe God is on the move and 

stirring something great for His children, all of them, and for His family.  He is on a passionate pursuit 

to draw us in close with a result that is extraordinary! 

So thank you.  Thank you for having me in your home.  St. Peter’s is a beautiful home, rich with  

history and a hunger for new chapters and adventures.  I am blessed to be with you in the coming 

months and can’t wait to discover together all of the possibilities of what could be…. 

See you soon! 

Julie Cohrs 

CHILDREN’S YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY AT ST. PETER’S 

What does vibrant, life-changing children’s, youth, and family ministry look like these days?  Much of the research 

and many of the people who specialize in CYF ministry point to three “touchstones” of living out faith through CYF 

ministry: 

Providing meaningful opportunities for children, youth, and families to serve in Christ’s name.  For many of us, faith 

is “caught” by actively serving.  Providing opportunities to serve together and encouraging service in the  

community are ways to use our God-given gifts and ways in which faith grows. 

Growing partnerships between church and home by encouraging parents with resources and ideas to bring faith 

into the home so home can be a place where faith is nurtured. 

Building a web of relationships and a broad ownership in the congregation of children, youth and family ministry 

Please keep St. Peter’s children’s youth and family ministry in your prayers!  I would love to talk with you about 

any ideas or questions you might have, or about how you can connect your gifts with Children’s, Youth, and Family 

Ministry. God is calling to some exciting new possibilities. 

God’s Peace, 

Pastor Paul Graham 
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CAT Class Update 

The Combined CAT Class for 4th, 5th and 6th 

grade will meet in February. We will meet on 

Wednesdays; Feb. 1st, 8th and 15th. Lent  

begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22nd. During 

Lent, CAT and Confirmation will not have 

regular class time; but students and parents 

are encouraged to attend the Midweek 

Lenten Service on Wednesdays at 7:00pm. 

Once again, the last day of regular CAT 

class before Lent will be February 15th.  

 

5th Graders 

This is a special time of  year for 

you! During Lent, we will meet a 

couple times in order to learn about 

and prepare for your first Holy 

Communion. You will also be  

making your goblets and planning 

for the Seder Meal. More  

information will be coming in  

February. 

 

 
 
 

 

We started the New Year off by learning about Epiphany. In the next rotation, we will 
be learning about Jesus feeding the 5,000. 
 

The Education Team has been busy planning for the rest of this school year.  
Preschoolers continue to meet in their classrooms. We will continue to have rotation 
workshops for grades K through 2nd and Bible class for grades 3-5.  We are also  
planning to do some special projects with the kids; both craft and service. As more  
details become available on the projects, we will be sure to let you know.  

Volunteers Needed 
The Education Team could really use your help with Sunday School this 

school year. We are always looking for volunteers to lead a workshop, serve 
as a shepherd, bring a snack, or help with special projects. 

 

3year olds Receive Bibles 
On Sunday, February 12th, we will be presenting SPARK Story Bibles to the children in 
the 3year old Sunday School class. The Bibles will be presented at both services.  
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Upcoming Events: 

Middle School SPY-   February 12 (second Sunday) 

High School SPY-   February 19 (third Sunday) 

Sharing & Caring Hands-  February 19 (third Sunday) 
 

YOUTH SPAGHETTI SUPPER!  On February 19, we will be 
hosting our annual spaghetti supper, and will be needing 

Youth and Adult volunteers!   
If interested, please contact Penny Carr– 651-206-4024 
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OUTDOOR MINISTRY GROWS FAITH 

Register for Camp Today 

Although it is cold outside, summer is not that far away.  Good Earth Village (just south of 
Rochester) and Sugar Creek Bible Camp (just south of LaCrosse) both provide a wide  

variety of outdoor ministry experiences for kids of all ages.  And camp is not just for kids!  
Both camps provide special family events, such as family camp.  Check out 

www.goodearthvillage .org or www.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org.  Explore outdoor ministry as 
a way to nurture faith! 

Attention Class of 2012 

As we have done in years past, we would like to have a PowerPoint of this year’s 

graduates to show at the Baccalaureate Reception in May. 
 

We would like to have both a senior picture and a picture of you as a baby for the 
PowerPoint. Your pictures can be dropped off at the church office, or you can give 
them to Laura Gilligan. I’m looking forward to working on the PowerPoint. If you 

have any questions about the pictures, please ask. 
 

Peace, 

Laura 
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When the moon hits your eye like a big pizza pie 
February 19th won’t be a night to sit home and sigh 
 

Get up, get out and have some fun 
Bring friends, family or special someone 
 

Come to the annual St. Peter’s Youth Spaghetti meal 
You are sure to find it’ll be a great deal. 
 

Six dollars for adults, kids under 10 will be four 
There’s plenty of room just inside the door 
 

Bread, salad, spaghetti , sherbet it’s all on the menu. 
You sure can’t beat that, now can you? 
 

Sauce by Babbini is sure to be pleasin’ 
Our own Italian, of that we’re not teasin’ 
 

So come on out on Feb. 19 from 5-8 
We’ll be happy to save you a plate. 
 

NOW THAT’S AMORE 
 

Volunteers always appreciated please call Barb at (507) 649-1023 or Mary at (507) 663-1486 
 

    ANNUAL ST. PETER’S YOUTH SPAGHETTI DINNER 

     FEBRUARY 19, 2012 

               5 P.M.-8 P.M. 

     $6/ADULTS $4/KIDS UNDER 10 

      ST. PETER’S FELLOWSHIP HALL 

                                Men’s Fellowship Retreat 

 
 

                          Join us for the fourth annual men’s ski retreat and the best  
                          cross country skiing in the state.  Near Detroit Lakes, we will be  
                           staying at the MapleLag Resort for a weekend of skiing and  
                         fellowship. We will leave Friday afternoon, February 24 and  
                        return Sunday, Feb. 26. Cost is $245 per person and includes  
                        two nights and six outstanding meals. Cross country ski  
                       rental is $25 for the weekend. Sign up at the Narthex  
                          Welcome Center. We have room for 20. Check out the  
                             resort at www.maplelag.com. Please call Ryan  
                                   Behrens at 645-4272 for more information. 
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The mission Statement of the Turning Point Counseling Center:  This Christ-centered ministry has but one goal—
to equip all God’s people to make spiritually mature decisions for their lives and to accept the  
responsibility for those decisions. 
 

I grew up with a lot of old adages being quoted quite regularly.  Honestly, there were some which 
were quite inappropriate both culturally and spiritually.  Yet, there were many simple adages that  
conveyed simple truths.  An interesting study was done by a teacher who asked her six year old  
students to complete the final words of a  familiar adage, to see if they had been indoctrinated with it’s 
truth.  What happened is that these children came up with unexpected wisdom.  Let me share a few of 
their thoughts:  I know you would have completed them differently! 

Don’t change horses… until they stop running. 

Strike while the… bug is close. 

It’s always darkest before… daylight savings time. 

Never underestimate the power of… termites. 

You can lead a horse to water, but… how? 

Don’t bite the hand that … looks dirty. 

No news is … impossible. 

A miss is as good as … a Mr. 

You can’t teach a dog… new math. 

If you lie down with dogs, you’ll… stink in the morning. 

Love all, trust… me. 

The pen is mightier then the… pigs. 

An idle mind is… the best way to relax. 

Where there’s smoke, there’s… pollution. 

Happy the bride who… gets all the presents. 

A penny saved is… not much. 

Two’s company, three’s… the Musketeers. 

Don’t put off till tomorrow what… you put on to go to bed. 

Laugh and the whole world laughs with you, cry and… you have to blow your nose. 

If at first you don’t succeed… get new batteries. 

You get out of something only what you… see in the picture on the box. 

When the blind lead the blind… get out of the way. 

A bird in the hand… is going to poop on you. 

Wisdom often comes in unexpectedly small packages!  It is certainly a challenge to keep my mind open 
to learning new wisdom!  I’m convinced that the only way  it can happen is to walk closely with the 
giver of all knowledge and wisdom.  I constantly find myself praying when I am confronted by  
something new:  “Lord, what are you trying to teach me?” There is something joy-filling when I  
discover His footprints of love!  I look forward to being invited along on your journey of discovery, 
how ever that plays out.  Just give Stacey or myself a ring, and we will get back to you.  Stacey’s  
number is: 507-645-8252, ext 22;  Neale’s number is 507-645-8252, ext. 13.  Your confidentiality will al-
ways be respected. 

Neale C. Thompson      Stacey Klempnauer 

       Spiritual Pastoral Counselor     Counselor 
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St. Peters Council Meeting, January 10, 2012 

PRESENT-  Pastor Paul, Scharber, Carr, Nystuen, Odell, Falenschek, Pastor Craig, Lundell, Hagen, Bornhauser, Bleckwehl, Chapman, Bergemann, 
Nystuen, Jessen, and Nelson. 

ABSENT-  Pastor Neale, Machacek, Novak, and Topp. 

Meeting called to order by the President at 7:05 p.m. 

Devotions lead by Pastor Paul and treats provided by Dottie Scharber.  

OLD BUSINESS 
Newsletter Deadline: Tuesday, January 17, 2012 
Annual Report Deadline: Thursday, January 12, 2012 
Annual Meeting 1/29/12 at noon 
 

Nominees for 2012 Board Members: 
President - Bill Bleckwehl 
Vice President - Ryan Behrens 
Treasurer - Mike Chapman 
Worship Board - Mark Shaw 
Education – Pastor Paul is 99% sure that Laura Gilligan will be Education Chair 
Congregational Life – Open as Resignation received from Lindsey Novak for Congregational Life Board.  Lindsey and Jerame 
                                     will be moving to Bismarck, North Dakota for career changes.   
Evangelism – Jan Nelson has agreed to another term. 

Motion made by Bornhauser to accept Bill Bleckwehl as current Vice President and Mike Chapman as current Treasurer, motion seconded by Hagen, 
motion passed.  

The Executive Team has brought forth a candidate to fill in as Youth and Family Ministry.  Her name is Julie Cohrs and she brings experience in Organi-
zation and Leadership.  She is scheduled to average 40 hours per month and will be paid $1000 per month.  Pastor Paul will be reallocating his work 
schedule to commit to youth along with working with Julie. 

Motion made by Bornhauser to send a letter of agreement to Julie Cohrs for 40 hours per month and reallocation Pastor Paul’s time to assist with Youth 
and Family Ministry.  Motion seconded by Penny Carr.  Motion passed. 

Guatemala update:  A youth group has been formed and they sent us a letter wishing us a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  Steven Beal also sent 
a note about the disasters in Central America. 

NEW BUSINESS 
AED (Automated Emergency Defibrillator) Recommendation – Dan Hagen (Healthcare Worker) has obtained some quotes for an AED.  He strongly sug-
gests we think about this purchase.  Hopefully, we would never have to use it.  Training would be extended to as many members that would be interested 
in receiving such training.  The explorers have already agreed to provide the training.  Dottie will inquire about the cost of such tool and report back to 
next council meeting. 

Waffle Breakfast on Sunday, January 15, 2012.  Volunteer time and donations are still needed.   

Todd Bornhauser presented 2012 Budget Recommendations.  Total Revenue for 2012 is budgeted at $449,600, which is about $5000 less than 2011.   
Total Expense is budgeted at $447,535, which is about $5000 less than 2011.  We will now have a fixed mortgage payment and a required principal pay-
ment.  We are still operating on a bare bones budget and still not equipped to handle any emergencies.   

Q.  We have 11 furnaces in this building.  Some are 20+ years old.  Some have not been serviced for years and some are only serviced when problems 
arise.  Does Properties have a replacement plan in mind? 

A.  We can look at more efficient ways to handle replacement of these furnaces.  Possibly budgeting $1100 per year for maintenance and replace one 
each year. 

Motion made by Nystuen to present this budget at the annual meeting.  Motion seconded by Penny Carr.  Motion passed. 

STAFF REPORTS 

Pastor Craig Ellingboe 
Pastoral Acts: Baptism – Jordyn Dingels on 12/18/11,   10 hospital calls, 17 Member calls, and 3 prospect calls.,   Various Meetings  
Helped with strategy for Youth & Family Ministry,   Helped with Nominations for 2012,  Sang a duet with Mary on Christmas Day 
3 Vacations Days January 6-8, 2012 
 

Pastor Craig has seen a lot of God’s handiwork in the past month.  The nominations that have come in are wonderful news.  The income for December 
was phenomenal.  One month brought in $71,000 which surpassed the December 2010 income.  The Youth & Family Ministry is gearing up for changes.  
Please remember April Kramer and Layton Fossum in your prayers.  Both are experiencing major health issues.  It was good to see Gary Peterson in 
church after being hospitalized and Pastor Neale is recovering from having a pacemaker placed and also needs our prayers for his recovery. We lost a 
great woman of faith on Christmas Day – Ordell Witte.  Many St. Peter’s members experienced a relationship with Ordell.   
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 Pastor Paul Graham 
Pastoral Acts:   Funeral – Bernice Sorenson 12/20/11 and Ordell Witte 1/7/12,   Children’s’ Christmas Program 12/17/11,   Community Meal 12/17/11 
Vacation 12/26/11-12/31/11,   Various Meetings,   Pastoral, Home, and Hospital Visits 
 
Those that assisted with the Christmas program are thinking of providing an Easter program in the spring.   

 Pastor Neale Thompson (written report) 

The number of clients has not been huge this month.  Could it be that we have been so busy seeking to meet the needs of others that we have forgotten 
to take care of ourselves? If this is true, God bless you for your joy filled sacrifice.  But remember, God wants you to have a healthy heart, mind, and 
soul, too.  Only in this way will we be in balance.  A balanced life in Christ Jesus is the mission of the Turning Point Counseling Center.   

BOARD REPORTS 

Motion made by Bornhauser to accept December secretary’s minutes as printed in January Newsletter seconded by Nelson.  Motion passed. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:   We had a good month with $71,000 income, which surpassed December 2010 by $11,000.  GiveMN.org in November gen-
erated $2400.  Operating Line of Credit was paid off.  We will no longer have two lines of credit.  One loan will require principal and interest payments.  It 
was decided to start paying payroll at the end of the month instead of the 1st of the month.  Had we not had this extra payroll in December our bottom 
line would have been close to a balanced budget.   Motion made by Nelson to accept treasurer’s report, seconded by Bergemann.  Motion passed. 

PROPERTIES- Nystuen 
Goal:  Fireplace needs to be replaced.  It is leaking carbon monoxide when in use.   
Accomplishment:   Reine and Loren installed a privacy screen between the two rooms in the nursery. 
Challenge: Not allowing use of Youth Room by non St. Peter’s groups.  This should not be happening.  All groups using the building are to go through 
                   the Business Administrator’s office. 

 

WORSHIP – Bergemann 
Goal:  Lenten and Easter services are in planning stages.   
Accomplishment: Christmas season and extra services went well.    
Challenge: Volunteer sign up issues.  Discussion in resurrecting Faith and Care Teams.  Stay tuned. 

EVANGELISM – Nelson/Lundell 
Goal:  Pictorial Directory is due.  Lifetouch has bought out Olan Mills.  They are open for Fall 2012.  A directory coming out in 2013 would coincide with  
           the 120th Anniversary of St. Peter’s.  Motion made by Bornhauser to go forward with directory.  Motion seconded by Carr.  Motion passed.   
Accomplishment:    
Challenge: Allowing children to play the prelude before services to encourage getting involved and showing off their talents.      

EXTENDED MINISTRIES  Wendy Jessen in for Machacek/Topp 
Goal:   
Accomplishment: Hats and mittens collected for distribution. Money donated to Angel Fund.    
Challenge: Get more people to understand many of our funds come from our sale of gas cards. 

STEWARDSHIP - Hagen 
Goal:  35 follow up letters will be sent out for those who have not pledged yet.   
Accomplishment:  Great month of December 
Challenge: $303,969 in pledges for 2012.  This is $233 more than this time in 2011. 

YOUTH - Carr 
Goal: Meet with Julie and get planning started. 
Accomplishment: $3128 was earned for the Silent Auction.    
Challenge:  Keeping everything together while moving forward. 

EDUCATION – Open position 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT – Bornhauser 
Reported through Treasurer’s report and Budget recommendation 

Closed with The Lord’s Prayer.  

Respectfully submitted,   
Jo Odell 



 

Staff 

Rev. Craig Ellingboe    -extension #17 
 Senior Pastor 

craigellingboe@charter.net 

Rev. Paul Graham         -extension# 15 
 Associate Pastor 

pastorpaulgraham@charter.net 

Dottie Scharber         -extension# 24 
 Business Administrator 

dottiescharber@charter.net 

                                - extension# 25 
 Youth Director 

 

                               - extension# 19 
 Children’s Minsitries 

 

Bernadette Johnson   -extension#10 
 Secretary 

bernadettejohnson@charter.net 

Neale Thompson   -extension#13 
 Spiritual Counselor 

nealethompson@charter.net 

Dan & Dottie Scharber   
  Maintenance Coordinators 

Donna Paulsen 
 Organist/ Music Co-Coordinator 

Peter Schleif 
                 Adult Choir Director 

                  Music Co-Coordinator 

Andrew Bourgoin 
 Jubilee Bells Director 

Sean Stevens 
         Contemporary Worship Music Leader  
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Church Council 

Bill Bleckwehl 
 President 

 

Ryan Behrens 
 Vice President 

 

Mike Chapman 
 Treasurer 

 

Jo Odell 
                Secretary 
 

Jan Nelson & Norma Lundell 
 Evangelism Board 

 

Mark Shaw 
 Worship Board 

 

Todd Bornhauser 
 Business Management 

 

Tim Babbini 
 Properties Board 

 

 
  Congregational Life Board 

 

Jeannie Machacek & Nancy Topp 
 Extended Ministries 

 

Dan Hagen 
 Stewardship Board 

 

Penny Carr 
              Youth Board 
 

Pat Picha 
              Education Board 

 

Office Hours are Tuesday thru Friday, 8:30am-3:30pm  

St. Peter’s Website: www.northfieldstp.org 

ST. PETER’S MISSION STATEMENT 

Expressing God’s love and grace to 
build a community where people 

Believe  in God, 
Belong to Christ, and 

Become  disciples 
who serve in day to day living. 
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