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VisitorSt. Peter’s Lutheran Church

Parish
418 East Sumner Street 
Northfield, MN 55057

507.645.8252

www.northfieldstp.org

Church office hours: 
Tuesday–Friday 
9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Worship
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays 6:15 p.m.

Education
Sunday School 10:10 a.m. 
Coffee & Social 10:10 a.m. 
Youth Groups Sundays @ 10:10  
 & Wednesdays @ 6:15 p.m.

Staff
David Weeks, Pastor, ext. 203
cell: 952.322.0064 
pastordavidweeks@northfieldstp.org

Julie Klock 
Children and Family  
Faith Formation, ext. 204
julieklock@northfieldstp.org

Mary Kay Bougie 
Coordinator of Music, ext. 208
marykaybougie@northfieldstp.org

Terrence Hassanally 
Financial Administrator, ext. 205
terrencehassanally@northfieldstp.org

Terra Wierson 
Dir. of Communications, ext. 201
terrawierson@northfieldstp.org
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From  
Pastor David:

Dear Friends in Christ:
“But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord..”  
Luke 2: 10-11

There is so much to love about December. 
It is the busiest month of the year for many 
of us. Concerts, Christmas shopping, baking, 
and family gatherings are all squeezed into our 
schedules. By the end of the month, many of us 
are exhausted.

In the coming weeks, we will prepare to receive 
the gift of God’s love in the baby Jesus. It is such 
a simple and straightforward story. Yet, like little 
children who never tire of hearing the same story 
over and over again, we yearn to hear the angels 
proclaim yet again, “I am bringing you good news 
of great joy.”

As you prepare to receive the gift of Jesus, do 
not neglect the gift of Sabbath that God includes 
in the ordering of creation. Worship, prayer/
devotions, or a daily walk are some ways of 
observing sabbath.

Last month, the SE MN synod’s fall theological 
retreat focused on Sabbath. Our opening worship 
included a prayer for a number of “fatigues” we 
are experiencing. I include the last petition:

Fatigue Fatigue: Lord, you breathe life and 
energy into us every day, and we give you thanks 
for the gift of our bodies. But we are just plain 
tired. We are tired of being tired. All these many, 
layered forms of fatigue compound and weigh 
heavily on us. Our bodies long for rest, and our 
spirits yearn for refreshment. We lay all of our 
fatigue at your feet and trust in your gift of 
sabbath.

The coming month will provide opportunities to 
hear concerts and gather with family and friends. 
As your calendar quickly fills, be sure to schedule 
the gift of sabbath as you prepare for the gift of 
love and salvation in Jesus.

December 2021

Peace,  David
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December is filled with  
Advent Peace and Christmas Joy!

ST. NICHOLAS  will make a special appearance in the 
Fellowship Hall on December 5th during the coffee/Sunday 
School hour. St. Nick was the original giver of gifts at Christmas, 
and he will share a little of his story. We’ll also have lots of sweet 
treats for everyone who attends.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:  Join us in worship on December 
19th to hear the children share the age-old story of Jesus’ birth. 
You will enjoy a variety of musical selections and readings from 
several of our students. 

Program Rehearsals December 1, 8, and 15 after school at 
3:30, and Sunday December 12 at 10:10. 

BREAKFAST CLUB  will be adding some fun art creations 
to the Fellowship Hall in anticipation of Christmas. Watch for 
snowflakes and other joyful expressions of the season!

No Sunday School on December 26th or on January 2.

CONFIRMATION IN DECEMBER:  Back by popular demand, 
our Middle School confirmation students will be learning to play a 
Christmas song after worship each Wednesday in Advent. When 
they have mastered their song we’ll take it to the streets as a 
public “proclamation” of the birth of Christ.

BEYOND THE PRAYER CHAIN:  Special prayers requested 
this month for all who are facing Christmas without a loved one, 
whether because of death, Covid, estrangement, travel issues or 
any other thing that keeps them alone. If you know of someone 
in this situation, hold them in prayer, invite them to the afternoon 
service on December 19th (4pm) and be extra thankful for the 
people with whom you will share your Christmas.

MANY THANKS  to everyone 
who purchased Caramel 
Rolls from the Sunday 
School students, and thanks 
to everyone who helped 
assemble and distribute 
them (and cleaned up 
behind our little bakers!) 

FAITH FORMATIONFAITH FORMATION
by Julie Klock, Children & Family Faith Formationby Julie Klock, Children & Family Faith Formation

Breakfast Breakfast 
with St. with St. 
Nicholas  Nicholas  
Dec. 5th Dec. 5th 

10am.10am.

YOU’RE INVITED!
MID-WEEK  
ADVENT WORSHIP

Are you anxious that you don’t have enough time to squeeze 
all you want to do in December? If you feel like you are short 
or time, come catch your breath and reorient yourself at our 
midweek Advent worship services. The theme for our midweek 

Advent worship is The Fullness of Time, using 
an Advent devotional book based on readings 
from Henri J. M. Nouwen. Advent devotions are 
available in the narthex. Advent worship services 
will be at 6:15 pm on Wednesdays December 1, 
8, 15, and 22. Our liturgy will be Holden Evening 
Prayer.

Anika and Jon about to enjoy 
their rolls at home  W
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As I write this newsletter article, the Advent season is upon us. If I were to reflect (which I am!) on all of the seasons in the church 
year, I would have to say Advent is my favorite season. 

When I was little, the anticipation of singing Christmas carols in church was SO immense. There were unfamiliar hymns we HAD to 
sing in the weeks leading up to Christmas. In my young opinion, they were dark and sad tunes. Thankfully, there were Sunday School 
Christmas programs to rehearse each week where we were sure to sing a verse of “Joy to the World”, or “Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing”. Another bright spot in my desire for Christmas music was being allowed to play Christmas music albums in our home AFTER 
Thanksgiving.

As an adult, the irony of my anticipation to sing Christmas carols and the actual meaning of Advent has more than once crossed 
my mind. From livinglutheran.org, writer Cory Driver says in his article, The light of the world, “Advent is a time of hoping, waiting and 
reflecting before Christmas. In the rush toward (Christmas) we forget to take time to prepare our hearts for the birth of Jesus in our own 
lives.”

Now I look forward to the rich text and tunes which envelop the meaning of Advent. There is a focus on hope, love, and peace. 
We know, as Christians today, that Jesus has come into the world to save us. Imagine the people before Jesus’ time. The desire to 
see a Savior of their world, as the prophets for so long, had told them there would be. They must have been living with such great 
anticipation. Our Advent hymn texts greatly reflect that time. I think about the words in “Lost in the Night” (ELW#243), stanza 4*: 

Light o’er the land of the needy is beaming; rivers of life through its deserts are streaming,
bringing all peoples a Savior redeeming. Come and save us soon! Come and save us soon!

Or how about “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” (ELW#256), stanza 1**:

Comfort, comfort now my people; tell of peace!” So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load.
To God’s people now proclaim that God’s pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever.

In an Advent meditation book, “O Come Emmanuel”, I love how its author, Gordon Giles uses musical terms to profess: “God sent 
his Son Jesus Christ as the harmonic resolution of the discord and cacophony of human sin.”  I hope each of you can spend some 
time reading and reflecting on the words of the Advent hymns – until the Son of God appears, REJOICE! Emmanuel shall come to you, 
O Israel.”*

*text to hymns were reprinted with permission through onelicense.net license number A-708055
**text to “Comfort, Comfort” is in the Public Domain

Make note      :   ‘Lessons and Carols’ service is coming soon! December 12 is the day when we 
will hear the choirs sing, the bells ring, a clarinet solo, a vocal solo, and the scriptural readings of the 

story of Jesus’ birth. I hope you will join us in this special worship experience! 

by Mary Kay Bougie, Coordinator of Musicby Mary Kay Bougie, Coordinator of Music
MUSIC NOTESMUSIC NOTESYOU’RE INVITED!
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Date Time Ushers Reader Coffee/Kitchen

December 5 9:00 a.m. Phil & Thelma Winter Dale Ness David & Polly Hendee

December 12 9:00 a.m. Dale & Linda Ness Patrick Bougie 
Beth Vivant Phil & JoAnne Olson

December 19 9:00 a.m. Boris & Joyce Mokoff Christmas Program Dennis & Pat Kenison

Christmas Eve 
December 24

3:30 p.m. 
5:00 p.m.

Ushers & Readers will be needed to help with 
Christmas Eve services. Please sign up!  

A paper sign up is in the narthex.
--

December 26 9:00 a.m. Mona & Lael Weselmann Diane Boyum Bill & Mary Bleckwehl

January 2 9:00 a.m. Richard DeBeau
Mickey Brodin 

Janet Gilbertson 
Joan Paulson

Diane Boyum  Evonne Clay

January 9 9:00 a.m. Mary Bleckwehl Ramona Pumper 
Evonne Clay

Mickey Brodin 
Joan Paulson

January 16 9:00 a.m. Janet Hahn Sheryl Kleppe 
Jolene Manzey Lyle & Nancy Gunderson

January 23 9:00 a.m. Sandy Bremer Debra Boyum 
Carmen Sevcik

Richard DeBeau  
Doris Welke

January 30 9:00 a.m. Marilyn Finneseth Laura Gilligan 
Bette Lee Dennis & Janet Hahn

If you are unable to assist on the date assigned, please change with someone 
else on the list and contact the church office so that the bulletin can be updated. 

*Names are now being used from the 2021-22 Time and Talent list. Please 
send in your form if you’d like to be included!!  507-645-8252

December && January 
Worship Leaders

B u c k e t  G a l s  ( B G s )
1st Thursday - St. Peter’s Kitchen 

December 2 @ 8:00 am 
St. Peter’s Kitchen

H a n n a H  c i r c l e
2nd Tuesday - St. Peter’s Fellowship Hall 

- Includes brunch - 
December 14 @ 9:30 am

r a c H e l  c i r c l e
2nd Tuesday - St. Peter’s

December 14 @ 1:00 pm

l u V  Q u i lt er s
Fridays - St. Peter’s Fellowship Hall

Not meeting the month of December

n e w  s p i r i t  c i r c l e
2nd Thursday - St. Peter’s Fireside Lounge

December 9 @ 2:00 pm 
Questions: Call Hazel Peterson at  

645-9276. 
New members and visitors welcome!

e V e  c i r c l e
3rd Monday

December 20 @ 6:30 pm

s O l O s
3rd Thursday

December 16 @ 12:30 pm 
at St. Peter’s Fellowship Hall with a 

sing along. Bring a bag lunch. All Solos 
welcome. Contact Phyllis S., Evonne C. or 

Hazel P. for more info.

Community CornerCommunity Corner
LUV Quilters: For many years, our LUV Quilters have 
been reserving a portion of their quilts to give to Operation 
Joy, formally known as Christmas Sharing, for the Northfield 
Community Action Center. This year, despite the pandemic, the 
Quilters gathered to make quilts nearly every Friday, and on 
December 7th, they will donate 65 quilts to Operation Joy! Thank 
you to our generous quilters who have used their time and talents 
to keep our community members warm and cozy this winter. 
What a joy these will be this Chrsitmas. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Regular Wednesday 
Programming 
Evening worship includes 
holy communion

2
8 am Bucket Gals 
7 am Table Talk breakfast  
   @ James Gang 
9:15 am BeFrienders

Happy Birthday
DeLora Linder

3
Happy Birthday

Theo Peterson 
Nancy Snesrud

4
Happy Birthday

John Ehresmann 
Tami Little

5
9:00 am Worship w/ communion 
10:00 am St. Nicholas  
   Breakfast 

6
ST. NICHOLAS DAY

Happy Birthday
Rieber Paulson 
Nancy Solberg

7
REMEMBRANCE DAY 
10 am Staff Meeting

Happy Birthday
Levi Hendershot

8
Regular Wednesday 
Programming 

Happy Birthday
Helen Peterson 
Linda Tollefson

9
7 am Table Talk breakfast  
   @ James Gang 
2 pm New Spirit Circle

Happy Birthday
Shelley Strobel

10 11

12
9:00 am Worship with 
  Lessons & Carols 
10:00 am Coffee & Social 
10:10 am Sunday School

Happy Birthday
Mavis Bell 

Patricia Kenison

13
Happy Birthday

Janet Hahn 
Ruth Johnson-Wirth 

Jeanette Johnson

14
9:30 am Hannah Circle 
10 am Staff Meeting 
1 pm Rachel Circle 
7 pm Council Meeting 

15
Regular Wednesday 
Programming

Happy Birthday
Rylee Culhane 

Dale Ness 
Brianna Spittle

16
7 am Table Talk breakfast  
   @ James Gang 
12:30 pm SOLOS

Happy Birthday
Virginia Grant-Weiler 

Dawn Hutton 
Donna Rae Scheffert

17 18
Happy Birthday

Kendall Sholtz

19
9 am Worship w/ communion 
  and youth Christmas Program 
10:00 am Coffee & Social
10:10 am Sunday School
4 pm Advent Service of  
  Peace & Healing

20
6:30 pm Eve Circle

21
WINTER SOLSTICE 
10am Staff Meeting

22
6:15pm Advent  
   Worship

23
7 am Table Talk breakfast  
   @ James Gang

Happy Birthday
Ardis Koehler 
Chris Peterson

24
Christmas EveChristmas Eve
3:30 pm Worship 
5 pm Worship

25
Christmas DayChristmas Day
Happy Birthday

Mary Bleckwehl 
Drew Wierson

26
9:00 am Worship with a  
  Christmas carol hymn sing 
10:00 am Coffee & Social

Happy Birthday
Tom Stowe 

Lucas Strand

27
Happy Birthday

Finley Kopack 
Cowen Kuntz 
Ruth McCarty

28
10am Staff Meeting

Happy Birthday
Paul Erickson 

Susan Pedersen 
Kelly Robinson 

Gary Stein

29
No evening  
   programming

30
7 am Table Talk breakfast  
   @ James Gang

Happy Birthday
Mary Boyum 

Sandra Dockstader 
Ariya Suarez

31
NEW YEAR’S EVE

December EventsDecember Events  &&  BirthdaysBirthdays

If your birthday If your birthday 
is not listed and is not listed and 

should be, contact should be, contact 
the church office the church office 
so we can add it so we can add it 
to our database. to our database. 

Check www.northfieldstp.org for calendar changes, or a group/event leader. Subscribe to receive weekly e-mails.

On Wednesdays
7:45 am Breakfast Club
4:30 pm Bells rehearsal
5:30 pm Meal
5:40 pm Worship Band
6:15 pm Advent Worship
7:00 pm Conf./SPY activity 
7:00 pm Choir rehearsal &  H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R

https://www.northfieldstp.org
https://www.northfieldstp.org/email
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Fix up the Narthex

Advent Service of Peace & 
Healing SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 4:00 PM

As the darkest time of the year approaches with the Winter Solstice 
on December 21st,  St. Peter’s Lutheran and the United Methodist 
Church will hold an Advent Service of Peace & Healing on Sunday, 
December 19,  4:00 p. m. with musical prelude at 3:45.  The address 
is 418 Sumner St. E.

Marking the turning of the year from dark to light, this service is 
intended for anyone who has had loss during the year, grief, difficult 
memories of the season, or just desires an oasis of peace and calm 
before Christmas. Individual candles can be lit for oneself or others. 
Beautiful music will set the tone for the service fifteen minutes before 
worship begins. Music will be provided 
by Rose Sorenmann on cello, Randall 
Ferguson on guitar, Richard Collman 
on Celtic harp, and Mary Kay Bougie as 
cantor. The worship will include poetry, 
silence, meditation, and optional healing 
with laying on of hands.  Pastors Rachel 
Morey and David Weeks will lead us. 

This event is open to all persons of 
the community.  It is part of the Grief 
Coalition events in Northfield. For more 
information, call  the United Methodist 
church office at 645-5689 or St. Peter’s office at 645-8252. The 
service is being planned to appeal to attendees in person, but will 
also be broadcast on St. Peter’s facebook page, live, and will be 
available to view on the St. Peter’s website as well.Chris tmas Poinsettias

Now taking orders for Christmas Eve altar 
flowers. Use the order form 
at the Welcome Desk or visit 
the website. Altar flowers will 
be used to adorn our altar on 
Christmas Eve and to honor and/
or remember loved ones this 
Christmastime. Loved ones will be 
listed in the service bulletin. If you 
order poinsettias, you may take your 
plant(s) home with you any time after the 
5:00 pm Christmas Eve worship service. 
Orders can be made through Sunday, 
December 12.

New Spirit Circle 
Celebrates Chris tmas 
 by Phyllis Swanson

St. Peter’s Solos invite all singles to sing Christmas 
Carols with them Thursday, December 16 at 12:30 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall.

Bring your own bag lunch. Evonne Clay will make the 
coffee. We will have Christmas cookies as a special treat.

Christmas caroling will be led by our own Marilyn 
Finneseth. She joined St. Peter’s in 2009 and became 
active in worship choir, the Jubilee Bells, Eve Circle and 
the kitchen crew! Marilyn said, “Music has always been 
important in our family as I grew up!” She has lived in 
Northfield since 1946, graduating from Northfield High.

Please bring a cherished Christmas object to share! 
Questions? Call Pyllis Swanson at 645-4231.

We are raising funds 
with a capital appeal to 
freshen up our narthex, 

our most welcoming 
space. A large part of the 

funds will go to repair 
the wall shared with the 
bell tower where there is 
some water damage. Our 
goal is to raise $20,000 

by the beginning of 
2022. A portion of these 
funds will also be used 
to renovate the middle 

school room upstairs now 
that the roof above it is 

complete. Please include 
“building improvements” 
on the memo portion of 

your check. We can’t say 
thank you enough for your 

contributions, but  
THANK YOU again!
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St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Mission Statement:  

Believe, Belong, Become. 
To express God’s love and  

grace in building a community  
where people believe in God,  

belong to Christ, 
and become disciples who  
serve in day to day living.  
Council
Steve Hill, President 

stevendhill12@hotmail.com

Patrick Bougie, VP 
bougiepatrickw@gmail.com

Tom Picha, Treasurer 
picha6@charter.net

Jolene Manzey, Secretary 
jkmanzey@gmail.com

Mary Bleckwehl 
marybleckwehl@hotmail.com

Sheryl Kleppe 
skkleppe@gmail.com

Bette Lee 
frbelee@gmail.com

Naomi Ziegler 
zieg0110@umn.edu

Sick? Hospitalized?
Please contact the Church 
Office if you would like a 
visit from Pastor Weeks. 

(507) 645-8252
Or visit  

www.northfieldstp.org/
prayers-and-announcements

Staff Reports:
• Pastor David Weeks provided a report. Highlights 

include:
   Current Ministry/Activities:
 - In person worship is steady with 50+ on Sundays. 
Attendance on Reformation and All Saints' Sundays 
were higher. 

 - 1 baptism-Carolyn Peterson
 - We are using a new worship resource--All 
Creation Sings--for our Wednesday worship. 
The service is attended by confirmation and SPY 
students, parents, and members at large. We offer 
holy communion on the first Wednesday of the 
month.

 - Along with Julie, we met with the Bethel and 
St. John's staffs to plan our J-term confirmation 
ministry.

 - Met with 9th grade students and their parents to 
talk about the ELCA National Youth Gathering in 
Minneapolis in July of 2022. 

 - Bethel will be joining us for a joint Thanksgiving 
Eve worship service.

• Julie Klock provided a report.
 - Sunday School attendance remains low, but 
Confirmation and SPY attendance remain strong.

 - Breakfast Club is going great. Our cooks are 
enthusiastic and enjoy interacting with the children.

 - Breakfast with St. Nicholas is scheduled for 
December 5.

 - Christmas program planning and coordination is 
underway.

 - Our prayer chain continues to faithfully hold up 
people in prayer.

Ministry Teams:  
• Stewardship Committee- Stewardship fund-raiser: 

existing funds will be used to pay for the roof. Funds 
raised will go to Narthex, former Middle School 
room, Fellowship Hall flooring, and front sidewalks.

• Capital Projects Committee: Narthex: appointed 
to the narthex renovation committee: Polly Hendee, 
Andria Sommers, Terra Wierson, Michon Weeks, 
Patrick Bougie.  Other: roof…update start delayed 
due to weather, but is now well underway.

Building Use Policy:  reported that since the last 
meeting there continues to be one on-going rental 
and one single use rental.

Senegal Bus Project: this project is complete.

Treasurer’s Report: Written report submitted. Giving 
is ahead of 2020 but still under budget. If November/
December is comparable to past years we should 
end the year in good shape.

Old Business:  None

New Business:  A. Nominating Committee shall 
include outgoing members Kleppe, Lee, Bougie, 
and Hill, along with members from the greater 
congregation.

  B. Other items… Executive Team will meet to 
discuss personnel reviews.

Adjournment: Motion by Ziegler, Second by 
Bleckwehl, motion carried.

Closing:  Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 
7:30 pm.

Next Council Meeting is Tuesday, December 14 
at 7pm in the Fireside room. at St. Peter’s.

Minutes by Julie Klock on behalf of 
Jolene Manzey, Secretary

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

Council Highlights
November 9, 2021 • 7:00 p.m. 
Present:  Steve Hill, Tom Picha, Patrick Bougie, Mary Bleckwehl, 
Naomi Ziegler, David Weeks, Julie klock.
Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:02pm by Steve Hill in the Fireside Room.
Approval of the Agenda: Motion to approve Bougie, Second by Bleckwehl; motion carried.
Devotions: Pastor David lead a devotion focused on Sabbath, naming the fatigue that so many are 
experiencing, including a reminder from Matt 11:28 to “Come to me, all you that are weary and are car-
rying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Picha, Second by Ziegler, motion carried.

mailto:stevendhill12%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:bougiepatrickw%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:picha6%40charter.net?subject=
mailto:jkmanzey%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:marybleckwehl%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:skkleppe%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:frbelee%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:zieg0110%40umn.edu?subject=
www.northfieldstp.org/prayers-and-announcements
www.northfieldstp.org/prayers-and-announcements
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 St. Peter’s Lutheran/Northfield

Like us on
Facebook

A ministry request form can be found on our website at  
www.northfieldstp.org, under the ministry tab. 

Find us
On-Line

www.northfieldstp.org

Worship on-line anytime, anywhere:
facebook.com/northfieldstp

www.northfieldstp.org/virtua l-worship

Worship in-person, 9am Sundays

December 2021 Parish Visitor

Worship with Us December 24

ChristmasEve
3:30 & 5 p.m.

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

Live on Facebook at 3:30 and available on 
our website anytime thereafter.

Christmas Poinsettia memorials are available. See page 4. 
Subscribe to our mailings at northfieldstp.org/email

In Person at

http://www.facebook.com/northfieldstp
https://www.northfieldstp.org/virtual-worship
https://www.northfieldstp.org/email

