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VisitorSt. Peter’s Lutheran Church

Parish
418 East Sumner Street 
Northfield, MN 55057

507.645.8252

www.northfieldstp.org

Church office hours: 
Tuesday–Friday 
9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Worship
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays 6:15 p.m.

Education
Sunday School 10:10 a.m. 
Coffee & Social 10:10 a.m. 
Youth Groups Sundays @ 10:10  
 & Wednesdays @ 6:15 p.m.

Staff
David Weeks, Pastor, ext. 203
cell: 952.322.0064 
pastordavidweeks@northfieldstp.org

Julie Klock 
Children and Family  
Faith Formation, ext. 204
julieklock@northfieldstp.org

Mary Kay Bougie 
Coordinator of Music, ext. 208
marykaybougie@northfieldstp.org

Terrence Hassanally 
Financial Administrator, ext. 205
terrencehassanally@northfieldstp.org

Terra Wierson 
Dir. of Communications, ext. 201
terrawierson@northfieldstp.org
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From  
Pastor David:

Dear Friends in Christ:
Christmas is a twelve-day celebration, 

beginning on December 25 and concluding on 
January 5. At least, this is the season as defined 
by the church calendar. In practice, we might 
have twelve days of Christmas which begin 
before Christmas and conclude on Christmas 
Day. 

January 6 is the Day of Epiphany and the 
arrival of the magi. Epiphany is a season 
of revelations and discoveries. We have all 
discovered pleasant and unpleasant behaviors 
and attitudes in ourselves and others in the past 
year. 

On January 9, we will celebrate the Baptism 
of Jesus, which will lead us to reflect upon 
our own baptism. Baptism is central to our 
life as a Christian and is the foundation of our 
hope. Funerals begin with words from Romans 
announcing that in the waters of baptism, we 
have died to sin and death and we have been 
raised to new life in Christ.

One of my favorite resources for teaching 
the Christian faith (a booklet I have used often 
for new member classes) is Baptized We Live: 

Lutheranism as a Way of LIfe, by Daniel Erlander.
In the Baptism and Affirmation of Baptism 

(Confirmation) order of service, we make a 
promise to live our baptism. I recently found 
this acronym SPLASH which is based on the 
baptismal promise.

S—Serve all people, following the example  
of Jesus

P—Proclaim the good news of God in Christ 
through word and deed

L—Live among God’s faithful people
A—Alleluia!
S—Strive for justice and peace in all the earth
H—Hear the word of God and share in the 

Lord’s supper
The promise we make to live as SPLASH 

people is predicated upon God’s promise to 
love, forgive, and redeem us. On January 9, we 
will move the font to the center aisle and begin 
worship with Remembering our Baptism. Those 
up front may get SPLASHed as a reminder of 
who we are.

As we begin this new year, may God’s 
promises of love and forgiveness give us 
opportunity for new beginnings and new insights.

January 2022

Peace,  David
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ST. NICHOLAS  made a special 
appearance in the Fellowship Hall 
on December 5th during the coffee/
Sunday School hour. St. Nick 
blessed the children and distributed 
the traditional chocolate coins and 
oranges. 

We learned together that St. 
Nicholas was known for feeding 
the starving in his region. He also 
rescued three sisters who were 
without dowries and saved them 
from a desperate situation. He 
was clearly carrying out the work loving the neighbor in the most 
practical of ways. What a great example of love in action!

COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS:  with a small cast and a lot of 
determination our Sunday School students provided a wonderful 
program this year. In addition, we had music from several middle 
school students and our Joyful Noise band played bells in public 
for the first time - we’re looking forward to more from all of them. 
Many thanks to our interns for the loving attention they gave to the 
various components of the program, and to Naomi Ziegler, Mary 
Kay Bougie and Megan DeMaris for coordinating/coaching all the 
middle school musicians. 

BREAKFAST 
CLUB:  will resume 
January 5th. We 
have plenty of 
room for more kids 
so help us get the 
word out!

JANUARY SUNDAY SCHOOL:  No Sunday School on 
January 2. Beginning on January 9th we will be offering 
learning opportunities for kids of all ages, adjusting groups 
according to attendance. Ms. Josie will continue to lead 
a music time, Ms. Alissa will lead a storytelling/drama 
segment, and I am seeking someone to provide a craft time.

PARENTS:  During this month I would like to have some 
serious discussions with parents about their hopes for future 
learning and adult faith devolpment opportunities. We will 
meet in the Parent Room while the kids gather for music, 
story and crafts from 10:10-11:00. Even if you aren’t ready 
to bring your kids back to Sunday School, please consider 
sending a parent to the discussion so we can hear from as 
many families as possible!

CONFIRMATION IN JANUARY:  We are again joining 
with our ELCA sibling congregations to offer a J-Term 
confirmation course. After a first year of all in person 
classes, and a second year of all online classes, we’ve 
created an interesting hybrid program for the coming year. 
The program will feature five “One-Hit-Wonder” classes 
which are mostly offered both in person and online. We are 
also offering three Intensive options: one for art, one for 
drama, and an online bookclub. Pastor David will be leading 
a course on Climate Change and Julie will be moderating 
the online bookclub. 

COFFEE & A PSALM:  will continue in January. Drop by any 
Wednesday morning for a quick cup and a few words from 
the psalmists. We’ll mostly take time to catch up with each 
other. Gather in the Fireside Room at 9:15.

FAITH FORMATIONFAITH FORMATION
by Julie Klock, Children & Family Faith Formationby Julie Klock, Children & Family Faith Formation

~ Julie

ANNUAL MEETING
Our Annual meeting will be on January 30 in the sanctuary, beginning at 10:00 a.m. We are grateful that this 

year we can meet again in-person and not on Zoom! The agenda will include an election of Church Council and 
Ministry Team members, staff reports, and the approval of our 2022 budget. Please join us as we celebrate the 
Holy Spirit’s work within us and reflect upon where God is leading us in 2022 and beyond.



ParishVisitor  • January 2022 3

Blessed Epiphany to each of you! In the devotional book, One-Minute Devotions for the Church Musician, Nancy M. Raabe, looks 
deeply into a profound verse from Matthew. Slight translation variations to scripture can affect how we read and understand the bible. 
In Matthew 2:10, the wise men were travelling to visit the holy child. The Revised Standard Version (which our churches used until 
1989) states, “When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.” There are a variety of slight interpretations within a 
number of translations and editions. For instance:

• When they saw the star they shouted joyfully.    New English Translation

• When they saw the star, they were ecstatic with joy.    International Standard Version

• When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.     New International Version

• When they saw the star, they were filled with joy.   New International Reader’s Version

• When they saw the star, they rejoiced with great excitement.  Modern English Version

• When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.  King James Version

• When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.   English Standard, New American Standard,  
         Revised Standard Version

• When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.  New King James Version

• And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. Am. Standard Version

• When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. New Revised Standard 

• When they saw it, how happy they were, what joy was theirs!  Good News

• They could hardly contain themselves: They were in the right place! The Message

• They were overjoyed at seeing the star,    New American Bible (Revised Ed.)

• Their joy knew no bounds!      Living Bible

As Ms. Raabe says, the scripture could have just stated, “’They rejoiced.’ and be done with it.” But the significant meaning of the 
verse REQUIRES the excessive overstatement. We should look at this verse and know the deep joy these wise men were feeling! 
Personally, I am not sure the revised version we use today gives us an accurate understanding of the wise men’s immense joy. Our 
version today says, “they were overwhelmed with joy.”. I don’t know about you, but when I am overwhelmed, it’s usually a stressful 
time! But, one Oxford definition of overwhelm states, “to have such a strong emotional effect on somebody that it is difficult for them to 
know how to react.” fits the wise men’s reaction quite well, I imagine.

So let us be as the wise men when we behold the star – the light of Christ, rejoicing with exceedingly great joy!

Lord the light of Your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness shining
Jesus Light of the world shine upon us
Set us free by the truth You now bring us
Shine on me shine on me*

*From “Shine, Jesus, Shine”
CCLI Song # 30426  Graham Kendrick  ©1987 Make Way Music 
(Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)  CCLI License # 2296957

        ~Mary Kay

by Mary Kay Bougie, Coordinator of Musicby Mary Kay Bougie, Coordinator of Music
MUSIC NOTESMUSIC NOTES
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Date Time Ushers Reader Coffee/Kitchen

January 2 9:00 a.m.
Mickey Brodin 

Janet Gilbertson 
Joan Paulson

Richard DeBeau Diane Boyum 
Evonne Clay

January 9 9:00 a.m. Ramona Pumper 
Evonne Clay Mary Bleckwehl Mickey Brodin 

Joan Paulson

January 16 9:00 a.m. Sheryl Kleppe 
Jolene Manzey Janet Hahn Lyle & Nancy Gunderson

January 23 9:00 a.m. Debra Boyum 
Carmen Sevcik Sandy Bremer Richard DeBeau  

Doris Welke

January 30 9:00 a.m. Laura Gilligan 
Bette Lee Marilyn Finneseth Dennis & Janet Hahn

February 6 9:00 a.m. Mary Bleckwehl 
Polly Hendee Steve Hill Marilyn Finneseth 

Carmen Sevcik

February 13 9:00 a.m. Phil & JoAnne Olson Connie Albers David & Polly Hendee

February 20 9:00 a.m. Diane Boym 
Bette Lee Carmen Sevcik Norma Lundell 

Ginny Paulson

February 27 9:00 a.m. Dennis & Janet Hahn Julia Daly Phil & JoAnne Olson

If you are unable to assist on the date assigned, please change with someone 
else on the list and contact the church office so that the bulletin can be updated. 

*Names are now being used from the 2021-22 Time and Talent list. Please 
send in your form if you’d like to be included!!  507-645-8252

January && February 
Worship Leaders

B u c k e t  G a l s  ( B G s )
1st Thursday - St. Peter’s Kitchen 

January 6 @ 8:00 am 
St. Peter’s Kitchen

H a n n a H  c i r c l e
2nd Tuesday - St. Peter’s Fellowship Hall 

- Includes brunch - 
January 11 @ 9:30 am

r a c H e l  c i r c l e
2nd Tuesday - St. Peter’s

January 11 @ 1:00 pm

l u V  Q u i lt er s
Fridays - St. Peter’s Fellowship Hall

January 7, 14, 21, 28

n e w  s p i r i t  c i r c l e
2nd Thursday - St. Peter’s Fireside Lounge

January 13 @ 2:00 pm 
Questions: Call Hazel Peterson at  

645-9276. 
New members and visitors welcome!

e V e  c i r c l e
3rd Monday - St. Peter’s

January 17 @ 6:30 pm

s O l O s
3rd Thursday

January 20 @ 12:30 pm 
at George’s Vineyard.  

All solos welcome. Contact Phyllis S. or 
Hazel P. for more info.

CommunitCommunityy Corner Corner
Big Giants 4-H Club: “I pledge my head to clearer thinking, My heart to greater 
loyalty, My hands to larger service, and my health to better living, for my club, my 
community, my country, and my world,” is the pledge recited at each meeting. The Rice 
County Big Giants 4-H club held its’ 2nd annual baby supply drive to benefit the Northfield 
Community Action Center in November & December. You may have seen a collection 
box here at St. Peter’s or at another location in town. This year the drive brought in 501 
pounds of supplies at an estimated value of over $2,000. The club has been using St. 
Peter’s as a monthly meeting 
place off and on for the last 
year, and used the Fellowship 
Hall as a staging area before 
bringing the load to the CAC 
in December. Some faces 
may look familiar; several of 
the club members are also 
members of St. Peter’s!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
NEW YEAR’S DAY

Happy Birthday
Marvel Dreier 

Joan Olson 
Cindy Santa 
Reid Soltis

2
9:00 am Worship w/ communion 
10:00 am Coffee & Social

Happy Birthday
Candace Hallcock

3 4
10 am Staff Meeting

Happy Birthday
Kathleen Plante

5
January Wednesday 
Programming**

Happy Birthday
Richard Kuntz 

Mary Stein

6
8 am Bucket Gals 
7 am Table Talk breakfast  
   @ James Gang 
9:15 am BeFrienders

Happy Birthday
Nevaeh Hanson 

Donavin Prescott 
Reyna Rivera

7
9 am LUV Quilters

8

9
9:00 am Worship w/  
  Baptism of our Lord 
10:00 am Sunday School

10
Happy Birthday

Brad Anderson 
Deb Laven

11
9:30 am Hannah Circle 
10 am Staff Meeting 
1 pm Rachel Circle 
7 pm Council Meeting

Happy Birthday
Melissa Little

12
January Wednesday 
Programming** 

Happy Birthday
Savanna Anderson 

Eldon Hill 
Bruce Stowe

13
7 am Table Talk breakfast  
   @ James Gang 
2 pm New Spirit Circle

Happy Birthday
Madison Simonson

14
9 am LUV Quilters

15
Newsletter Deadline

16
9:00 am Worship w/ communion 
10:00 am Coffee & Social 
10:10 am Sunday School

17
MLK JR DAY 
6:30 pm Eve Circle

Happy Birthday
Chad Olson 

Barb Reindal

18
10 am Staff Meeting

Happy Birthday
Ryan Behrens 
Harvey Blood 

Reinhold Lemke

19
January Wednesday 
Programming**

Happy Birthday
Dylan Fredrickson 

Doris Hill 
Ashley Terpstra

20
7 am Table Talk breakfast  
   @ James Gang 
12:30 pm SOLOS

Happy Birthday
Bert Reese

21
9 am LUV Quilters

22

23
9 am Worship 
10:00 am Coffee & Social
10:10 am Sunday School

Happy Birthday
Ava Quinnell 
Jacob Sevcik

24
Happy Birthday

Lori Lauseng

25
10am Staff Meeting

Happy Birthday
Phyllis Finger 

Rich Laven

26
January Wednesday 
Programming**

27
7 am Table Talk breakfast  
   @ James Gang

Happy Birthday
Ken Grisim 

Donna Ozmun

28
9 am LUV Quilters

29
Happy Birthday

Evelyn Gates

30
9 am Worship 
10:00 am Annual Meeting
10:10 am Sunday School

31
Happy Birthday

Tyler Bleckwehl 
Mary Fransen 

Dan Hagen 
Myrtle Ringlien

January EventsJanuary Events  &&  BirthdaysBirthdays

If your birthday is not listed If your birthday is not listed 
and should be, contact the and should be, contact the 

church office so we can add church office so we can add 
it to our database. it to our database. 

Check www.northfieldstp.org for calendar changes, or a group/event leader. Subscribe to receive weekly e-mails.

January Wednesdays
7:45 am Breakfast Club
4:30 pm Bells rehearsal
5:40 pm Worship Band
6:30 pm Confirmation “J-Term” 
7:00 pm Choir rehearsal

 
**NO SUPPER OR MID-WEEK 
WORSHIP IN JANUARY DUE TO 
CONFIRMATION J-TERM**

https://www.northfieldstp.org
https://www.northfieldstp.org/email
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Solos in December
The Solos group met at St. Peter’s for a Christmas lunch 
and carol sing. Left to right: Roberta Morse, Evonne Clay, 
Hazel Peterson, Karen Johnson, Phyllis Swanson, Marilyn 
Finneseth and Dolly Rousch. Marilyn played the piano. Join 
the Solos any month for lunch on the third Thursday. The 
location is announced monthly. All solos welcome. 

LUV Quilters
LUV Quilters will resume meeting on 
Fridays beginning January 7 at 9:00 am, 
except on Fridays when there is a blood 
drive.

The quilters have a wish list that you 
may be able to donate to:

-Cotton or cotton blend fabric
-Heavier faric for school kits
-Unused spools of thread
-New members

If anyone is interested in sewing quilt 
tops at home contact Sandy or Celena.

Book Study 
Opportunity
Join Mary Fransen to explore 
Harold Kushner’s book “The 
Lord is My Shepherd: Healing 
Wisdom of the Twenty-Third 
Psalm.”  First meeting is 
January 6, at 4PM. The book 
can be ordered at Content, or 
on Amazon. Contact Julie if you 
need help getting a copy of the 
book.

Advent Service of Peace & Healing
Traditionally named the Longest Night, this service hovers around the win-
ter solstice and focuses on stillness and calm. Along with organist Richard 
Collman, the United Methodist Church of Northfield has been holding the 
service for many years, offering peace, healing and light to those who may 
be grieving for any reason. In recent years the UMC joined with St. Peter’s to 
bring the service to more people. This year we had around 50 in attendance 
and also offered the service online. Richard put together beautiful musi-
cal pieces with guitar, harp, piano and cello. Pastors Rachel McIver Morey 
(UMC) and David Weeks presented prayers and anointing. The service is 
expected to take place again next year and is open to the public.

God Made You Unique!God Made You Unique!
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St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

St. Peter’s Mission Statement:  
Believe, Belong, Become. 
To express God’s love and  

grace in building a community  
where people believe in God,  

belong to Christ, 
and become disciples who  
serve in day to day living.  
Council

Steve Hill, President 
stevendhill12@hotmail.com

Patrick Bougie, VP 
bougiepatrickw@gmail.com

Tom Picha, Treasurer 
picha6@charter.net

Jolene Manzey, Secretary 
jkmanzey@gmail.com

Mary Bleckwehl 
marybleckwehl@hotmail.com

Sheryl Kleppe 
skkleppe@gmail.com

Bette Lee 
frbelee@gmail.com

Naomi Ziegler 
zieg0110@umn.edu

Sick? Hospitalized?
Please contact the Church 
Office if you would like a 
visit from Pastor Weeks. 

(507) 645-8252
Or visit  

www.northfieldstp.
org/prayers-and-
announcements

Staff Reports:
• Pastor David Weeks provided a report. Highlights 

include:
   Current Ministry/Activities:
 - Pastor Dave has been sending “thank you” notes 
to all people who have turned in a 2022 Estimate of 
Giving. 

 -  Our Lessons and Carols worship service last 
Sunday was another success. Excellent music was 
provided.

 - Pastor Dave contacted Tharan Leopold, ELCA 
gift Planner, regarding the use/investment of a 
generous bequest which we received from Ellie 
Salisbury.

 - Christmas Eve worship will be at 3:30 and 5:00 
with the 3:30 being livestreamed.

 - The Budget needs to be developed for 2022.

• Julie Klock provided a report.
 - Take ‘N’ Bake caramel rolls netted over $300.  
This money was donated to the 20 by '22 
Fundraising effort for the Narthex and St. Peter's 
middle school room.

 - The Breakfast with St. Nicholas more than 
doubled the usual coffee hour attendance. Reiber 
Paulson was fabulous as the bishop. Alissa’s 
bishop mitre was impressive to all.

 - Julie continues to get requests for children’s 
programming/parent classes on Wednesdays. 
She is investigating curriculum options and would 
like to offer this beginning mid January. This would 
all be subject to volunteers and covid, etc.

Ministry Teams:  
• Stewardship Committee- Estimate of giving can 

still to be turned.
• Property: Capital Projects Committee: Roofs are 

done. Floor in the fellowship hall needs to be done.  
A call has been placed to Bierman’s for their advice 
on how to proceed.  Furniture has been removed 
from the youth rooms. Ceiling still needs to be 
repaired. Narthex still needs painting, bell tower wall 
repair, and some rearranging. Fundraising efforts 
continue for the $20,000 by '22.

Sarah’s House: Bette will continue to be the contact 
person for needs after she is no longer on council. 
Some minor repairs to the furnace were made.

Treasurer’s Report: Income for November of 
$30,700, just short of plan by $500. YTD income is 
$326,000 vs. a budget of $344,000, about $18,000 
below plan. YTD income for 2021 is about $14,600 
higher than at this point last year. Actual expenses 
for November of $31,000 which is $1000 below 
budget. We have received $26,000 more than 
received a year ago at this time.

Adjournment: Motion by Manzey, second by Bougie, 
motion carried.

Closing:  Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer 
at 7:56 pm.

Next Council Meeting is Tuesday, January 11 
at 7pm in the Fireside room. at St. Peter’s.

Minutes by Jolene Manzey, Secretary

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

Council Highlights
December 14, 2021 • 7:00 p.m. 
Present:  Steve Hill, Patrick Bougie, Tom Picha, Jolene Manzey, Mary Bleckwehl, 
Bette Lee, Sheryl Kleppe, Naomi Ziegler, David Weeks, Julie klock.
Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Steve Hill in the Fireside Room.
Approval of the Agenda: Motion to approve Lee, Second by Bleckwehl; motion carried.
Devotions: Pastor Dave read an article on winter solstice. Emphasis on slowing down and gaining a 
renewed sense of hope and energy.
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Bougie, second by Kleppe, motion carried.

mailto:stevendhill12%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:bougiepatrickw%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:picha6%40charter.net?subject=
mailto:jkmanzey%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:marybleckwehl%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:skkleppe%40gmail.com?subject=
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mailto:zieg0110%40umn.edu?subject=
www.northfieldstp.org/prayers-and-announcements
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 St. Peter’s Lutheran/Northfield

Like us on
Facebook

A ministry request form can be found on our website at  
www.northfieldstp.org, under the ministry tab. 

Find us
On-Line

www.northfieldstp.org

Worship on-line anytime, anywhere:
facebook.com/northfieldstp

www.northfieldstp.org/virtua l-worship

Worship in-person, 9am Sundays

January 2022 Parish Visitor

ANNUAL  
MEETING

JANUARY 30, 2022 | 10:00am

Meet in the sanctuary after woship for:

Business Meeting
Review of Annual Report

Presentations
Council Elections 

Join us as we celebrate the Holy Spirit’s work within us and reflect upon 
where God is leading us in 2022 and beyond.

SAINT PETER’S

http://www.facebook.com/northfieldstp
https://www.northfieldstp.org/virtual-worship

