
 
 

March 5, 2023   9:00 am 
2nd Sunday of Lent 

 
worship notes: 

Welcome to our church family today, as we celebrate the presence of the risen Jesus Christ!  
The music today is found in the ELW (cranberry) hymnal and in the ACS (purple) hymnal. 

If you are a visitor, please sign the red worship pad found in the pew.  
Children’s activity bags are available in the back of the sanctuary.  

Hearing devices can be found as you enter the sanctuary. An usher will be happy to help!  
We pray that you will experience God’s redeeming love and grace as you worship with us.  

Please enjoy coffee and conversation in the Fellowship Hall following worship! 
 

About today’s readings: 
During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil.  

In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit.  
At the font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, 
in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to 

proclaim God’s love for all the world. 
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 GATHERING_____________________________________________________ 
PRELUDE  
                                                       
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                                                                ACS#1012 

sing where indicated with “To You All Hearts Are Open”  
     “To You All Hearts Are Open”  
     P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty  
     days, and sustains us with the gift of grace. C: Amen. 
     “To You All Hearts Are Open”  
     Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and   
     God’s mercy.  (silence for reflection) 
     Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect  
     and do not trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to  
     others; we spoil rather than steward your creation; we cause hurt though  
     you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us,  
     and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.  
     “To You All Hearts Are Open”  
     Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that  
     all may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine  
     mercy, ☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power.  
     Amen. 
     “To You All Hearts Are Open”  
 
OPENING HYMN                                   “This is the Spirit’s Entry Now”  ELW#448 
 
GREETING 
     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
     Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                                                     “Kyrie”  ELW#157 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
     Let us pray, O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring    
     us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your  
     promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world  
     through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns  
     with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                 Miss Ann 
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WORD           _____________                       ______        ____________ 
FIRST READING                                         Genesis 12:1-4  
 

PSALM                                                                                                     Psalm 121 
 

SECOND READING                                                     Romans 4:1-5,13-17 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       “Let Your Steadfast Love Come to Us, O Lord” ACS page 15 

 
GOSPEL                                         John 3:1-17 
              Before: Glory to you, O Lord       After: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

MESSAGE                                        Pastor David Weeks 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                      “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  ELW#631 
 

NICENE CREED                                                                                       ELW p.104 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE            After each petition: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

PEACE                               The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

MEAL___________________________________________________________________ 
OFFERING                                                              “Such Love”  by Graham Kendrick  

Choral setting by Jack Schrader. ©1997 Hope Publishing Company 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
     God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in  
     faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in  
     this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the  
     wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 
 
                  
 
 
   

    
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                                                                                  
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                     (Our Father who art in heaven…)   ELW p.112 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

• All are invited and welcome to participate in Communion. 
• Communicants should approach the altar down the center aisle, and return by the side 

aisles. Ushers will guide you. 
• Non-alcoholic juice is available. Gluten-free communion wafers are available. 
• Please notify the ushers if you would like Communion from your seat.                             

 
COMMUNION HYMNS                                                          “Lamb of God”  ELW#195 
                                                                              “Seed That in Earth Is Dying”  ELW#330 
                                     
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
    Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the  
    eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of  
    our neighbors and touch the world with your love. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN                                                              “Lift High the Cross”  ELW#660 
 
POSTLUDE                            

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #28318. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989,  
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Permission to reproduce / podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net license number A-708055 
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Prayer Ministry: 
Contact the church office to submit names of people to be included in our Sunday 

prayers. Please provide an update if situations improve or renew request bi-monthly. 
 

Today we pray especially for: 
Paula B. (daughter of Judy), Julie B. (cousin of Richard), Bernice C.,  

Ron H., Renee (Karen’s nephew’s wife), Daryl K., Tami L.,  
Christopher L. (son of Sonja), Roger L. (uncle of Sandy), Scott Q. (relative of Carmen),  

Jaynie R. (daughter of Jeff & Stephanie ), Mary S.,  
Paul W. (brother of Marilyn), and Karen W. (cousin of Carmen, Char). 

(last names are withheld for on-line privacy.) 
 

If you would like a visit or phone call from Pastor David, 
please contact the Church Office at 645-8252. 

 
Today’s Worship and Fellowship Leaders 

 

Reader: Sheryl Kleppe 
Ushers: Laura Gilligan & Carmen Sevcik 

Communion Servers: Mary Bleckwehl, Evonne Clay, Phil Olson 
Organist: Richard Collman    Special Music: Worship Choir 

Hospitality: Diane Boyum & Ginny Paulson 
 

Would you like to follow along with today’s readings? 
 
    

                                                                                         
 
 
 

 Announcements: 
Be sure to subscribe to receive weekly emails from us!  

You can do so on our website at www.northfieldstp.org/email 
 
 
Please join us Wednesday evenings throughout Lent for Soup Suppers at 5:30pm 

followed by Lenten Worship at 6:15pm. All are welcome! 
 

Adult Bible Study: Pastor David is leading a Bible study, “Journeying Through Lent with 
Matthew” by Andrew D. Rogness. The group meets in the Fireside Room at 10:10 during Lent. 

In this devotional, meditations for each day between Ash Wednesday and Easter focus on 
passages from the Gospel of Matthew. Using this book as a guide, readers will work their way 
through the entire Gospel, probing its meaning. Reflection questions and a prayer with each 

reading encourage readers to consider the passage's significance for their lives. 
 

Blood Drive: We are hosting our next Red Cross Blood Drive this Friday, March 10th from 
9am - 3pm in the Fellowship Hall. Scan the QR code to sign up for a spot! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Concert: If you enjoy “Texas Kyrie”, come to the Contented Cow on March 11th at 9pm to 
hear Jonathan Rundman - the man who wrote one of our well-used songs! Nationally acclaimed 
and accomplished singer/songwriter/multi-instrumentalist, Jonathan Rundman will perform 
live in concert with special guests. $15 suggested donation. (If you’re curious about his genre, 

this event is recommended for fans of Marshall Crenshaw, Steve Earle, and Neil Young.) 
 

Hymn Requests: With many resources available, is there a hymn or song you would love to 
sing during worship? There are cards in your pews to fill out such requests! Fill in the name 

and hymn #, if it is in one of our hymnals. If it is a song not included in our hymnals,  
write it down anyway, and we’ll look into it! 

 
Calling all Sunday School Helpers! We really need volunteers to help with Sunday School 

games & activities from 10:30-11:00am in our classrooms (PreK - 1st, Grades 2nd-3rd and 
Grades 4th-5th). You choose the age group! All activity plans and supplies provided. 

Activities follow Miss Ann's Large Group Opening bible lesson and Ms. Josie's music class. 
Please sign up at the Welcome Desk. Thank you! 

 
Boundary Waters: Only a few spots left! Is canoeing the Boundary Waters on your bucket list? 

Are you interested in experiencing the pristine beauty of God’s good creation? Are you needing 
peace, quiet, and a break from social media? Pastor David is planning to lead an adult trip to the 
Boundary Waters beginning August 7th, 2023. Open to men and women. If interested, please 

talk to Pastor David.  
 

Thank you! 
 

Thank you for all you do to serve Jesus here at St. Peter’s.  
In addition to giving in worship, you may mail or drop off  

your offering, set up auto payment through Vanco or bill pay,  
or use the included QR code for Vanco. 

 

“If the only prayer you said was thank you,  
that would be enough.” 
― Meister Eckhart 

 

= 
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For today’s lesson 
and gospel texts, 

scan with your smart 
phone’s camera: 
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